Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia Forms
Double T0-end: RI-end:
smiling izzizz Iz ok zz
grinning 2RIz [Zeo & (sl
stealthily XL ZEo L XD

* Onomatopoeia (#

(This includes many actions/characteristics which dont actually make a physical sound.)
« The standard particle used with double, 1 & 2 form onomatopoeiais & .

[3: & required/com

mon.

[B:1< preferred (for adverb usage)

> +Rl-end:
IzZoZ2 b
> Sl

Zo%h

217) are words which illustrate actions or characteristics by mimicing their “sound.”

[ : usually used without a particle.

Noicon:& may be used, but is frequently omitted. (including it serves to emphasize the aural aspect of the word)
* The & inthe onomatopoeia form is the particle &, therefore no additional particle is used.

« Sounds with ~ (G/D/B) are usually related to, but feel more “heavy” or“powerful” than their K/T/H
counterparts. P sounds are “smaller”and “lighter” than H/B. However, they are not always interchangable.
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® :(anbeused with 5 * to (beratingly) describe someone’s speaking as banter/complaining/whining/etc.

m

(AD) |

Detailed article: http://nihonshock.com/gitaigo
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struggling to swim/stay above water - “up, up” (increasing)
cowardly/timidly - to fiddle with (one’s phone, etc.) (

in a flurry of excitement/joy

(a couple) acting flirtatiously, cuddling

at last/finally (the time has come), any moment

to be edgy/testy, ticked off Al
inability/reluctance to make a decision

7

many small (insects) squirming around &<
struggling to resist some urge = o9t
saying/doing pointless things - being lazy/idle °
drowsy/nodding off - enraptured (E2)

long, winding (road) - wiggly/undulating
swarming/teeming with (animals, people, etc.) - 7

wandering from place to place aimlessly - loitering
timidly, sheepishly
to be rendered helpless by shock/surprise
shamefully/shamelessly

frustrated/flustered, having a breakdown

T/D
cowering, overwhelmed by someone
loose - baggy (clothing)
drip/dribble - incessant (complaining/flattery)

=REBE

oozing out - dawdling/loitering - rambling on o
prickly/needle-like (pain) - a little bit at a time s
frequent - restless - (walking) in short steps ;- -
sipping - doing something in small increments ;.
“bit by bit"/"here and there”- small, compact
(seeing/looking) briefly - (leaves) scattering H 7
marching boldly/straight for somewhere 20
shiny, glossy 2
smooth, polished - the sound of slurping noodles

aloof, cranky - spiky - to pout - to poke/tug on
prominently/conspicuously large (for people to see)
steadily walking for a very long distance, trudging <
infatuated/head-over-heels - lacking discipline

(walking) quickly and in short steps i<
heart beating (due to fear/surprise/anticipation)
walking wearily/mopingly <
droopy (eyelids) - creamy (food) - sluggish (movement)

covered in a thick/murky liquid, mud - (feelings) in disarray
a series of light sounds (knocking on door, walking up/down stairs)
proceeding unimpeded ([{[3) - sound of drum/cannon

soft/weak, flexible/pliable

smiling (happily) B 5,
grinning (playfully/mischievously) )

squirming (like a snake/worm)
warm (bed, food) - (living) leisurely, without labor/hardship
wet and slippery, slimy - smooth (animation)
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: Dots next to words indicate suggested learning priority: 2 dots = high, 1 dot = medium, no dots = low.

Usages

Usage is marked for a word only if it has a significant tendency toward

a particular usage. However, most words have some degree of flexibility.

B

* Describing an action or process (Adverb function)

st b

BZOFIFIT I B 572, Thegirl smiled.

* Used with 9= as a verb unit (& omitted)

LAES
D & & B & LT %, My heartis pounding.

AD)

* Describing a state of being (Adjective function)

N AV
:‘O:O[ LTng ]4? :arugged, sturdy hand
+ Adjective function, but with noun-like grammar.

PSSO AR

:baggy pants

L XL X 12725 :to become soaking wet
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ADJ
(AD)

m
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K/G
dry (skin) - rustling (grass, leaves)
disorderly, rough - hard objects bumping/breaking

shaking, trembling = <AL
hard, solid - typing (keyboard) = NHERL
(eating) greedily, ravenously fr 7
nagging, griping, scolding (1)
raucous (party), noisy voices = by

parched, dried out - empty - (to smile) delightedly
crunchy/crisp (when bitten) - tense, edgy

spiky, jagged-edged

tense/on pins and needles - slim/thin (body)
brisk/prompt, business-like (behavior or manner)
(squeezed/packed) tightly k5 7
looking around nervously/in search of something

to shine/sparkle/glitter 7
spinning/whirling around, (stomach)ache

strong (headache) -“pumped up”/energized
(pulling/dragging along) forcibly Bl otk

laughing/chuckling (quietly/bashfully) )
lazy/slow, procrastinating - congested (nose) °
weak with exhaustion 2) JEns
soft and soggy, in dissaray

long-winded, preachy °
floppy, soft and bendable

squirming/twisting (dance) - squiggly, wavy (hair)
dwelling on (a mistake/problem)
to feel dizzy/light-headed

ot e

spinning/turning - curly (hair) 6%
(the sound of sniffing with one’s nose)
changing/progressing in bursts, vigorously

(laughing) boisterously )
bowing/nodding G <
swallowing vigorously = RENRS
rubbing/brushing/wiping vigorously

(speaking) secretively, quietly -

making a rummaging noise

a disorderly jumble - tangled up P e
chipping, tapping - slow & steady progress
rugged, rough and hard - bulky
crisp/crunchy (meat) - stiff (muscles)

small objects rolling - constantly (changing)
(lying around) lazily, relaxedly

fabric/fibers that are stiff and dry

78

sticky, tenacious (personality)

sticky =hihe&, ~e~t
uncaring, without thinking deeply, half-heartedly
showing up (where one doesn’t belong/isn’t wanted)
(moving) slowly and clumsily - plugging/grinding along
lazy, sluggish <

< Canaalso replace any usage of 9729 7Zor 5 9 &

- Homophone: fiii % -“very, extremely”

(=)¥ Words
o XD (too) easily - lightly (flavored)
- oMb carelessly blunder - accidentally
IAED fed up (with something) [
oMY disappointed
Nno< Y (to drop down) disappointedly
Xobh precisely, nearly, surely
S X ol (to cut) cleanly, unequivically
<»&Y distinctly, easily noticed/visible
<o (sleeping) soundly
) roughly, skipping over the details
& oD clean/refreshed - totally (~ 7 1)
PLoMmb firm, steadfast
L-<Y to“click”/be harmonious - tight (grip)
LoD calmly, unhurried
Lok b moist - tranquil, modest, graceful
LXAED moping/despondent
S TomD completely/totally (forget) [[3
-3 rid of burden/negativity
TARD (unexpectedly) easy - slender
- Zo< Y BN striking (likeness) - perfect (match)
Y BN more than required/enough
H oY justalittle
To&D I was sure of... (, but was wrong)m
- DAY leisurely, relaxed
HEoED clearly, plainly
Xo&9 boldly (cut off/remove excess hair)
X-729 (to meet) unexpectedly - fall/flop
EobY skillfully, right on
- )72 Y (stopping) instantly (E3) - perfectly fitting
[ =Rl “dropping in” unexpectedly
E-% 0 exact/precise (amount) - break/snap
Eoxh MY thin and elegant/classy
Fobeb plump, chubby, portly
AFADY faintly (warm, flavorful, aromatic)
AR vague, blurry - idle-minded, spaced out
Fo720 slow, relaxed - milky, creamy
Hobb exhaustively/painstakingly
[izesel)) gloomy, sullen - (a pervert) in private
FRSIEY (=) just as one suspected [T
o< slowly
po7= b unhurried, relaxed
(-)& Words
ol (in) an instant/flash
Mok s <7 toflareup suddenly
LEo Ll surely, without a doubt
TrEAk confused/bewildered
ok with a surge of energy/strength
CZo st quickly, hurriedly (==~ = )
& ok in short/briefly
i Loé still/motionless - staring at something
Lito & nonchalantly, indifferently
i forever, unending - so much (more)
TiEo & without hesitation
ZEolk softly, gently
Ho &y not even alittle bit
theid properly, correctly, obediently
Chrok alittle bit, somewhat
ok bursting with (laughter, cheers, etc.)
o & sudden, minor shock (sound of a gasp)
o tax ata (quick) glance
N CoRR I lacking spice/zest, doesn't “pop”
EY to suddenly hit on/notice something
- 5o &, without waming, just (occurred to me)
N to space out, be distracted
CiEo ok to be relieved
rg ok annoyed, upset [IEED
tholk more
ook atlast, finally, after a long wait

usage except where noted otherwise.
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S/7

(sound of pouring rain or TV static) %7
(walking on snow/gravel) - plentiful/many - spiky
candid, brusque, untroubled

smooth & dry - clear, freely flowing (liquid)
sobbing/weeping pitifully - a dull pain W <
staring at something - frequently

often, frequently - blinking one’s eyes (frequently)
damp/humid =LeLeE
crisp (vegetables), (food which) cuts cleanly

splashing water around - using lots of (money/etc.)
(sound of gravel) - gritty, coarse-grained

(sound of shaving/stroking beard)

advancing slowly - steadily intensifying (pressure)
staring fixatedly H%5, SECEL
steadily, without haste
(swimming/flying) effortlessly through something
having a lot of available room/space - empty

making an unabashed entrance/barging in

a throbbing pain - heartbroken 610
growing straight/tall, healthily HFO
(speaking) candidly/bluntly = 5
(retreating/leaving) dejectedly =LBLE
(walking) briskly, without wasting time <
(cut/torn) to shreds, ragged D
sinking into (water) - inseverable (relationship)
(sleeping) peacefully =2
unimpeded, continuous - sleek
(sliding/moving along) smoothly
sliding heavily, forcibly - slurping a liquid

ina busy/hurried, hectic way

feeling a thrill/a rush of adrenaline/get the chills

before long, any time now - slowly/quietly (= ok)
many (people/insects/etc.) moving in a group

restless, fired up, excited

M

to be flustered/confused/unsure what to do

mixed (results, reviews, etc.), having slight differences
to feel a surge of sickness/nasuea or anger

to be antsy, fidgety - irritated (nose) =595
babbling incoherently (in one’s sleep)

to be overcome with a sudden urge/feeling (esp. sexual)
developing/maturing/improving rapidly
moping, sobbing pitifully

charmed by (someone/thing) - loss of strength

oY

chewing (without opening one’s mouth widely)
overgrown (hair/grass/etc.) - to draw roughly/sketch

"D

antsy/squirmy due to reluctance to say/do what one wants

to wiggle around (eg. in bed) - unsettled, anxious 5 <
muddling around/inefficient behavior or action
chewy /sticky (food) - elastic (skin) - plump, tubby
unclear, undefined, foggy - (emotionally) unsettled

Stem Doubling

* i-ADJ/Verh stems ( mform) are often doubled and used like onomatopoeia.
* These doubled-words retain or are related to the meanings of the original words.
* With some exceptions, this usage is mostly limited to 2-syllable stems.
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to speak for a long time
Common examples:
HobHo
B - hot (food)
LELS
Bex :reluctantly
RFT
Gy % : easily

Animal sounds

*

: Set usage: ~LUEE B E BN (have no intention of doing ~)

dog: V

B [E3
RHRLAMEVENL TS,
The baby is crawling.
9 g
FEFE
(2] 2]
#F v 3 v LW :in the spirit, ready for action
D (2]
OO : carefree - stretching/growing freely
1FAuiAy [T : obvious, “not fooling” anyone
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: cheerful, lighthearted
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crow: 77—

sheep: A — © pig: 7 —
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duck: 77—

mouse: F = —

: Homophone (5% % ) - “one after another”

frog: 77 2

ShOCk.com

H/B/P

adept and confident (speech) - clear/well-defined
opening and closing one’s mouth repeatedly

having little moisture or oil, dry

busy, hurried - flapping wings, scurrying footsteps
hands clapping, objects crackling - blinking (eyes)

to worry/be nervous - weeping quietly - leaves/petals falling
scattered/in pieces - (hail)stones falling (> ok)
flipping through pages - (a few, small) stones falling
energetic/overt - breaking/splitting an object

crispy, crunchy - the sound of a crisp object cracking ( & ok)

shining, gleaming, sparkling, new/fresh S 7
to twitch/spasm (E¥3) - to be fearful/uneasy

to be surprised/shocked/frightened 17
intensely, unforgivingly/strictly
drenched, dripping wet
(talking) in whispers - secretively oY
a tight (dress) - (a girl) full of youth and vitality

to get tense, worried =VDARY ol
up & down - (moving) lightheartedly <
hopping, jumping (like a rabbit) Bk %
swaying - too tall/long to support itself well
a stinging/burning (pain)

bulging, giving off bubbles - becoming fat/obese
mumbling, grumbling about something °
soft, mushy, flabby - unreliable

woozy, unstable, weak, swaying side to side

(walking) aimlessly - drooping/dangling $<
shivering, trembling, vibrating =
soft, fluffy, light - floating =5 Y
quickly swinging/waving (a bat, hand, etc.) 5%
very angry - to reek /have a pungent smell

bowing repeatedly (also: @1 ) - empty (stomach)
sticky, adhesive = N

physically exhausted (I2) yn s
bending/wavering/collapsing (under pressure)
laughing/smiling lightheartedly

(speaking) fluently - flipping through (pages)
sound of licking - extremely drunk ([B)
impulsively, thoughtlessly

hot (food), warm/toasty

soft & moist (potato)- unable to conceal one’s delight
dented/beaten up - burbling (water) ( )
unkempt/shaggy (hair), ragged (fibers)

(speaking) in a low/soft voice

occurring slowly/infrequently - “picking up steam”
alittle bit at a time - light/scattered (rain) =X 71X 7=
fresh (eg. food giving off steam) - new(lywed)

ripped up (clothing), worn out, dilapidated (house)

O 5 - D

ea

(round objects/teardrops falling) one after another i ~

patting/tapping - a repeated, effortless occurrence <

Y/R/W
softly, smoothly, gently LD
large/heavy object swaying, to shake (a sleeping person)
shaking/wavering/trembling Bh

(walking) unsteadily due to old age/bad health
(walking) unsteadily/tottering

lovey-dovey

excited and/or noisy (voices), a commotion
nervous/anxious due to anticipation or joy
restless/busy, fidgety - rustling (papers, hair)
(needlessly) going out of one’s way to... fi&

to scatter/scramble, notinunison &~ . 1 & 7

) e

lion/tiger: 77 A4— i chicken: =2/ =1 vy 1 —

horse: b B —> ¢ dada: X —

Pseudo-Onomatopoeia

: Used with particles other than &
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just barely (within limits)

be doubly sure to... “i
strongly/deeply (feel that...)

a considerable amount/degree
to begin with, originally
respectively, for each one

by coincidence 1%~
unintentionally, unwittingly
adamantly, intently, deeply A
atlast, after much build-up 2191

more and more 4

[ (notyet) finished/ready 4745/~

thin, faint, subtle

in various ways

continuing for a long time
for each (person)
thunderous, rumbling

toan extreme/unpleasant extent
somber, quiet

(polite form of & x = &)
(sinking) deeply

with all one’s might
repeatedly, time and again
increasingly, incrementally
one after another, “left and right”
proudly, openly

sometimes, occasionally
here and there (=& 0, = 1)
more/better than expected
“it’s heen a long time since...”
(paying) separately

in moderation

before one’s very eyes
silently, without talking

from the beginning, originally
agonizing over something

sonorously, clearly (voiced)

2nd-Syllable Repeaters
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m

in a hurry/feverishly

here and there, all over the place

a quarrel/fight
jerky/strained, awkward
to wiggle/flail one’s limbs

(i  inaflash/instant 7 7

here and there, sporadically

prompt and efficient (work)

confusion/chaos

romping around haphazardly

vivacious, high-spirited
trifling complaints/excuses ®

to get flustered/irritated
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